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Announcement M5 ¥
Great events are coming up, mark your calendar please!

December 2" (Sunday) The Year Ending Party S

From Noon-- 5 p.m.
At: American Legion: 1165 River Road, Edgewater, N. J. 07020
We need volunteers from 10 a.m. on--- to set up the hall.

November 2018
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Page 2 Hi Everyone!

We wanted to thank everyone that managed to attend the picnic this year. The
weather was not that cooperative and at times we thought it was going to start
raining but thankfully, it all worked out in the end. We had a chance to meet your
family and friends including new members. We had over 70 people that shared food
and fun times together.

We hope next year we can get more family and friends to come, join the OAANY and
maybe have some volunteers to help with the food, setup, and clean up. There was
so much food this year from burgers and hot dogs, deserts to other members
making on the spot Okinawan dishes. I have to say that the goya champuru was
really good!

We also had a chance to get some
picnic games like Frisbees, Badminton
Rackets, horse shoe toss to name a
few. The traditional watermelons were
also a big hit with all the kids taking
turns trying to break them.

We had lots of fun and hopefully
next year we have more people come
and join us. The more the merrier and

of course, if there are any suggestions or ideas for anything regarding the picnic or
any other event we are open to suggestions.

Mark your calendars for our 'I=&%& BonenKai-Party (The Year Ending Party).

It will be held on Sunday, December 2nd, 2018. At the American Legion at
1165 River Road, Edgewater, N.J. 07020. As you all know, this is a get-together
party for celebrating the end of 2018. Please bring your favorite potluck dish. We
can always cook some simple food at the party, too, like we did at the last picnic.
You can bring marinated meat, washed and ready to cook vegetables, etc. New
ideas for fun games / other fun ideas for the party are welcomed!

Thank you ! OAANY ‘N a



Essay “My Identity as an Uchinanchu” Page 3
Spring 2018 By Angela Michiko Ospina Matsumoto

Uchinanchu is a word that describes people who
were born, lived/living, or have any Okinawan
background from their families. Generation from
generation, many Okinawans still consider themselves
as an Uchinanchu, and so do I because I am a Yonsei.
My mother’s family came from Okinawa and my father
came from Colombia which makes me half Okinawan
and half Hispanic. I would love to have the opportunity

to VISIt my famlly who lives in Okinawa and learn more about their past. One
of my interests is to know more about my great grandparents who lived in
Okinawa at the beginning of the twentieth century. I am also interested in
learning about Okinawan history.

My race is quite unique because I am fifty percent Japanese from my
mother’s side, and fifty percent Colombian from my father's side. Even
though my mother was born in Peru, she is a Japanese descendant because
my great grandparents were born in Okinawa and migrated to Peru in the
mid-1920s due to economic reasons.

Since I was born in the United States, I would like to learn a lot more
about the Okinawan culture. I have been exposed to the Hispanic side of my
family more than the Japanese side of my family due to geographical
location. Therefore, I am most interested in this program because it will
provide me with the perfect opportunity to find out more about my Okinawan
heritage.

I would like to visit Okinawa and learn about the language, history,
foods, customs, and family. My great grandparents were both born in a small
town called Katsuren, which in today's day is part of Uruma. My great
grandma’s name was Ushii Naka (Matsumoto) and she was born in 1910. My
great grandpa’s name was Matsuei Matsumoto, and he was born in 1907. I
would like to visit Katsuren to see where my great grandparents lived.



Page 4 Since I am fourteen years old, I feel that I have the maturity to
appreciate the opportunity if given to travel to Okinawa. I believe
through my accomplishments that I well prepared me for this opportunity.
The following are some of my accomplishments:
(1). I am a freshman in high school. (2). I am a Color Guard member where
I performed acrobatics with flags, rifles, and sabers during football games
and competition events. I learned something new by performing with flags,
rifles, and sabers. Even though I didn’t play an instrument in marching band,
I still play an instrument in symphonic band. I have been playing the oboe for
five years, and next year I will be in wind ensemble. Wind ensemble is an
honors symphonic band class which gives you credits for college, and only
certain students get into wind ensemble.

I also take private piano lessons at Montclair State University. I have
been playing the piano for nine years. At the end of each semester, I am
required to participate in piano recitals to demonstrate my piano
accomplishments.

Another good thing that makes me feel good is to participate in sports
such as swimming. In high school, I joined the swim team. I am very proud
of the girls on the swim team since we did well during the winter season. We
made it to states.

The last club that I joined was photography club. I have learned so
much about using a camera in that club that now I love taking pictures
because every picture can show a thousand words. I especially love taking
landscape pictures with a nice sunset in the background. I would love to use
my photography skills to capture the beauty and history of the Okinawan
island.

If I am given the opportunity to travel to Okinawa, I would like to share
my experience with my family and other teenagers that are living in the
United States. Teenagers should know about their families’ background
because they will better understand where their ancestors came from. This
knowledge can be passed from generation to generation. This program offers
the perfect opportunity for kids to expand their knowledge about their family
roots. I am very excited to have been given the opportunity to apply to this



program. I have already learned a lot more information about Page 5
my Japanese family roots and about myself being an Uchinanchu.
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Feedback Re. JSP by “Angela Ospina” August 14, 2018

During my time at the Junior Study Program, I
learned many wonderful things at my two weeks stay
in Okinawa. I learned their culture, history, and how to
R\ be more social with people from all around the world
‘Y% -me; even if there were language barriers. I made many
friends from many different countries, and I would
have never imagined that I could have friends from all
¥ over the world. Communicating with people in Okinawa
made me realize that their culture is very different to
mine, I was fascinated to find out how every country

and every culture is different.

Angela at the far right

The first day when I arrived at Okinawa, I was very
nervous because I didn't know how to speak any Japanese. I have only met my
homestay aunt once in my life which also made me feel a little bit uneasy coming to
Okinawa by myself. I started to feel a lot better when I met most of the people from
the Uchina Junior Study Program at the airport. Everyone was super nice and
friendly to me which made me feel more comfortable and easygoing with my stay at
Okinawa. The first day at the airport, I met people from the United States, Canada,
England, Australia, Bolivia, Peru, Argentina, and many other countries. We all took
pictures with our flags and we were all very excited for the upcoming next two
weeks.



The next day, my aunt surprised me, and she told me we were going Page 7
parasailing. I have never gone parasailing. Since Okinawa has very beautiful crystal-
clear oceans I was very excited to see a bird’s eye view of the Pacific Ocean when
parasailing. Even though Okinawa is a very tiny island, there are many places to
visit and learn about their history. The next couple of days when I was with my
homestay, we went to the Katsuren Castle. It was right across my aunt’s apartment,
and the view to the island was very beautiful. I learned that during the Okinawa war
many people hid in that castle, so they wouldn’t be found by the Americans. They
would also dig holes underneath to hide inside, so they would protect themselves
from any bombs.

A couple days later, after my visit to the Katsuren Castle, I went to the
program which gave me the opportunity to visit many places with the group in
Okinawa. I learned about the Okinawa war, and I was surprised to find out that
after the war everyone in Okinawa wanted peace because many innocent people
died. They believe that violence is never the option to anything because it can lead
to many deaths and tragedies.

In the program, we went to the Himeyuri Peace Museum, and they talked
about the Battle of Okinawa. When we went to the Himeyuri Peace Museum, we
were assigned a speaker who was talking about her personal experiences when she
was little. She said that she wished she could forget certain things that she saw
during the war. These memories were too painful for her, and she wished no one
should ever experience them.

Her story was that one day her family told her to go and retrieve water
because they were low on water and supplies. She went to get water and when she
came back to her family, she found them all dead. The Americans found her family,
and they shot all her family members. She told us that she lost everything and
everyone that day.

If she hadn't gone to get water that day than she wouldn’t have been alive to
this day. I also learned that when people die in Okinawa, they don’t have cemetery
fields like we do in the United States. The graves in Okinawa are huge, and they
look like houses. You can fit families in one grave, and the shape of them are
supposed to look like a mother’'s womb. The graves represent that the deceased
people are replaced back into their mother's womb.

During the rest of my stay in Okinawa, I also tasted so much food that I have
never tried before. I tried Okinawa soba, ramen, sushi, beni imo, grape seaweed,
and ate lots and lots of rice. All the food is very fresh compared to the food we eat



Page 8 in the United States, and you can taste the difference. Also, the street

market in Naha is huge. It was a very cool experience to see what people
sold. When I went to the market, I touched a pig’s snout and a lot of other animals
that they were selling. I also loved how big the market was and how everyone sold
different things. I found out that mangoes are crazy expensive. For example, to buy
two mangoes it can cost around eighty dollars. While I was at the market, I bought
many cool souvenirs and gifts like the Okinawa sand bottles.

The Okinawan culture was also something completely different that I have
never experienced. Everyone is very nice, kind and genuine to visitors. Even though
I was an outsider, and I could not understand or speak the language, everyone
treated me very nicely. I felt like I was accepted into their culture once I stepped
into Okinawa.

I am going to deeply miss everyone and everything at Okinawa. I really want
to go back there soon and stay longer. This experience is something that I will
never forget, and now it is my turn to help other people to try and apply for the
Uchina Junior Study Program. Many children now don’t know much about their
ancestors, but this program would give them an opportunity to learn where their
ancestors came from and learn the wonderful things that they can experience in
Okinawa.
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