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English Version of “The Youth’s First Event, Uchiha~ Matsuri (A)

Discussion to Get the Youth Involved”
By Teiko Tursi “Yuntaku Essay (46) Printed December 25", 2017

Caption: The founder of the Uchiha-
Matsuri, Kei Azama (Front
left in blue shirt) poses
with the youth after their
Parancoo drum performance

Nothing will occur if one person does not start. However, in some cases it
cannot bring it to action by oneself.

Finally, the youth of the Okinawan American Association of New York (OAANY)
has their ideas of “the Uchiha~ Matsuri” carried out into reality. The Event was held
on Saturday, October 21, 2017. “The World-wide Uchinanchu’s Day” that was
established by the OPG by the end of 2016, has influenced the OAANY Youth group
for decision making for “the Uchiha~ Matsuri.”

The Niseis (= 2nd generations), the parents of these youth, participated the
6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival (WUF) last year while still they can. The Sanseis
(3rd) could not attend the WUF, but they remember that their grandparents would
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tell stories like lullabies about their severe working conditions, their hero-stories
and the stories about the Uchiha islands.

The Uchiha~ Matsuri was filled with the performances of the Uchiha~ cultural
dance, Sanshin, drum-dance, Karate, and Uchiha~ foods were also served. The
purpose of this event is targeted for people to experience some of the traditional
Uchiha~ cultures. The founder for this event is Mr. Kei Azama (33) and his relatives
who live in the town of Wallington, in the northern part of New Jersey.

The late Azama’s grandfather was from KitaNakaGusuku, Okinawa; Kei’s
parents, Masaru and Tomoko and siblings. About the event Kei stated, “We have
been discussing the needs of the special event for a while. How we can make the
event attractive to our next generation; not only for them to attend, but how we can
include these minors to see their opinions and let them get involved in annual
events.”

In the above comment, “we” is pointing out Kei himself and his long-time
friends, Gerard Tan and Minoru Tokeshi, whose parents are also born and raised,
and moved to New York and New Jersey areas. These “youth” that the event
committee are talking about are their US-born-siblings and/or the 4th and 5th
generations.

The event was held at the building of American Legion in Edgewater, New
Jersey. About 100 people gathered and the most of them were the young
generation.

One hundred bento boxes were sold at the event; the bento was made from
the donated Ryukyuan Rafute, Goya-Champuroo, and Andamisu, etc. Okinawan
Soba, Sa~ta~ andagi~, baked sweet potatoes and Orion beer were the popular
items. These homemade dishes and beers were all donated.

On the stage, Okinawan Sanshin, dance and Karate was performed; parancoo
drum (one-sided hand-held drum) was popular among the children. The young
people who were participating for the first time, and showed initiatively supportive,
where as many of the first generation-members were absent. The New York
Okinawa Kenjinkai will be celebrating the 35th anniversary next year — perhaps this
is one of the phenomenons of a transitional phase.

When the event was over, a four-Kanji proverb entered my mind. It was,
“Reviewing what you have learned and learning anew, you are fit to be a teacher.”



I was thinking about the time in the past I thought I could do anything. Until I
reached home, I was doing the word-association with a part of the Confucius’s wise
sayings “at forty I had no more doubts” (---meaning because we tend to think we
know everything in our forties, with attitude of “I know...”

Translation: Teiko Yonaha-Tursi



