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Greetings OAANY members! Happy Spring 2017! Hoping this
Year of the Rooster brings you good health and happiness. My
first year as president of OAANY has been an interesting one.
The highlight for me was our trip to Okinawa for the 6™
Uchinanchu Festival. Meeting the Governor of Okinawa was
especially fun. This coming year, for the first time, we hope to
have a special youth party instead of our annual bonenkai.

The OAANY officers held a meeting on March 5.

Here’s a brief summary of what we discussed:

The role of our Board members:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (BOD) is part of our bylaws that were
created at the end of the 1990’s by the founder of the OAANY,
the late Mr. Matsukawa and his staff.

The BOD’s role is to oversee the function of the BOARD OF
OFFICERS (BOO).

Currently, the BOD consists of the following:
-Teiko Tursi (Original)
-Sonoko Niswander (Original)
-Gerardo Tan, Isami Shiroma,
-Eiko Steel & Junko Boomgaard (for support)

BOARD OF OFFICERS (BOO). The roles of each officer will be noted later.
-Mitsu Teramura, President
-Sonoko Niswander, Treasurer
-Kazue Charley, Treasury Secretary (Scholarship)
-Michiko Charley, Secretary
-Eiko Steel, Cultural Dept.
©@These BOO positions will be held until April 2018.

Also discussed,
(1) The annual overseas Junior Study Program by OPG: Teiko Tursi

(2) The organization’s newsletter, Announcement via Email and the updating our directory:

Teiko Tursi and Kaori Sterle

(3) OAANY'’s future in social media: OAANY’s Facebook page has been officially
established (See page 7 in this newsletter)

(4) Plans for our first ever “UCHINA~ MATSURI”, will be held on October 21, 2017 at
American Legion instead of our usual BONENKAI. The committee of Gerardo, Minoru,
Tokio & Key was loosely formed to be in charge of this project.

Our meeting ended on a very positive note, as we hope to encourage a new generation of
UCHINAA to involve themselves in our association. See you at the spring gathering!

Mitsu Teramura, President OAANY, Spring 2017

(Meeting attended by: Mitsu T; TeikoT; Sonoko N; Shoko R; Kazue C; Michiko C; Eiko S;
Junko B; Gerardo T; Minoru T; Key A; Excused: : Isami S; Tokio K; Hector Y; Javier N)
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“Essay re. OkinawaTrip” by Key Azama, EImwood Park, NJ

When | was a child growing up in Peru, | remember a song that everyone sang
along anytime it was on in a reunion or small concert. | didn’t understand the
meaning of it but remember that the Issei sang it with a lot of thought. The chorus
of that song said: “Furusato e, kaerokana... kaerokana”. | never understood why
that was the case until | had the chance to visit Okinawa.

After growing up learning more about the island the impression that stayed with
me was that it was a beautiful island with pristine beaches, great people and lots
of snakes. When I finally had the opportunity to visit Okinawa it turned out to be a
lot more.

I was 25 years old when | had the opportunity to fly out to Okinawa and thankfully
my wife, her cousin (who speaks fluent Japanese) and her aunt came along. It
was a very emotional moment for me because | kept thinking to myself: “I can’t believe that | am going
to know where my grandparents were born.”

After the plane landed and was making my way out of the airport, | took a deep breath and stepped
through the sliding doors. There was a warm breeze that felt like someone was saying “Welcome
home.” |felt nostalgic even though | had never lived there; everything felt so familiar. Once we started
driving to meet my Aunt that still lives in there, | started coming across different road signs and
businesses that had the last names of a lot of people | knew from Peru. Maybe that is what made it
familiar, this is where all my friends families also come from.

Once we met with my Aunt we left to visit the houses of my Grandparents relatives to put Osenko. This
was not strange to me since we have that s kame custom in Peru and | believe it is something that
needs to be preserved. After paying our respects, the relatives from each house had many stories and
pictures that | had never seen or heard. | saw that they were both very loved since everyone spoke of
them with such happiness.

Unfortunately for me, | was only there for a few days and could not visit nor eat everything | wanted to
but, I will never forget the feeling of belonging | had the whole time | was there and how everyone we
met treated us like family. I think it is that feeling that makes me want to return and learn more about
where | come from.
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Me llamo José Azama pero en casa me dicen Key. Tengo 33 aios, naci en Peru y actualmente vivo en NJ. En
1990, cuando tenia 6 aiios, llegue a los EEUU con mis padres y mi hermano menor, Kenny. Y vivimos aca
hasta que termine el segundo grado en Paterson, NJ. Durante este corto tiempo aprendi a hablar inglés y
tuve la oportunidad de conocer a mucha gente, entre ellos a Gerardo y su familia. Nuestra amistad nacié
cuando visitaron el restaurante de comida peruana que tenia mi familia para probar su sazén y conocer el
local.

Cuando tenia 9 afos decidimos regresar a Perd y ver que oportunidades teniamos por alla. Solo un mes
después de haber terminado el tercer grado en los Estados Unidos y empecé el cuarto grado en Peru en el
colegio Santa Rosa de Lima. No fue facil, pero valié la pena no tener vacaciones de verano ese afio. Fue
durante ese tiempo que se inicid mi acercamiento a las costumbres de Okinawa. Mi Obachan, tios y tias me
ensefaron poner osenko antes de ir al colegio. También fue donde noté que tenia costumbres diferentes al
resto de mis compaiieros. Era el "chinito" que hablaba inglés y que comia cosas raras para el almuerzo. Mi
Oba me hacia la lonchera y me mandaba tofu frito, onigiri de miso con chancho o pan con jamoén. La primera
vez que mis compaieros vieron pequenos pedazos de tofu frito salir de la lonchera fue un momento
especial para ellos. No dejaban de preguntar que era y a qué sabia. Ese dia no pude comer mi lonchera
porque todo lo invité a mis comparieros.

Después de 2 ainos de estudiar en el Santa Rosa de Lima, mi mama vio que me mi nivel de espainol y
matematica se habia nivelado y decidieron matricularme en el Colegio Peruano-Japonés, La Unidn, donde
terminé la secundaria. Las cosas fueron muy diferentes comparadas al tiempo que estudie en Estados
Unidos y en el Santa Rosa. Ya no era mas "el chinito”, solo era Key. El colegio celebraba eventos especiales
como undookai, koohaku, matsuri, y el dia del nifio colgando los koinobori en la asta de la bandera.
También pude participar en eventos extra curriculares como ser parte de la banda del colegio, del grupo de
folklore y bailar eisa en el centenario de la inmigracion japonesa. En los meses de verano nos ibamos al AOP
(Asociacion Okinawense del Peru) para darnos un chapuzén en la piscina y también ver los partidos de
futbol y voley entre los diversos “son” (pueblo). Me parecié curioso saber que, aunque en el Peru hay
muchos descendientes Okinawenses, casi todos auin saben a qué “son” pertenecen.

Después de mi paso por la secundaria tome la decisidon de ayudar a mi familia y continuar mis estudios en
los Estados Unidos cuando tenia 17 afios. Empecé trabajando en un restaurante japonés junto a mi Papa
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mientras estudiaba en la universidad. Un aiio después llego el resto de mi familia, mi Mama, Kenny,
Hideyoshi y mi hermana menor Kimie, quien tuvo el privilegio de ir a Okinawa por una beca a través del
OAANY. En el 2011 me case con Mayumi, que me aguanto como enamorado por mas de 10 anos, terminé
mis estudios de Informatica en NJIT y empeze mi trabajo como administrador de sistemas de un banco.

Me enteré del OAANY a través de Gerardo y Minoru, esto fue mientras buscabamos algo que nos permitiera
estar mds cerca a nuestras raices, conocer gente de Okinawa y sobre todo conocer mdas sobre nuestra
cultura. No solamente fuimos nosotros tres a quienes nos llamé la atencion ya que nuestros familiares y
amigos también querian ser parte de esta comunidad.

Han pasado casi 17 aiios desde que vine a los Estados Unidos. y casi 10 ailos que soy miembro del OAANY.
De todo corazén, quisiera ver esta pequeiia comunidad crecer y fortalecerse tanto como la que tenemos en
Peru para poder apoyarnos entre nosotros, mantener los valores y las costumbres, que por desgracia se
estan perdiendo con el pasar del tiempo. Por esa misma razon, creo que hay que valorar las victorias y
derrotas de los miembros mas antiguos de la organizacién y asi con estas experiencias forjar una
organizacion preparada para los cambios futuros. Key Azama
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"A Message from Yachi~"

My name is Yachiyo Yonashiro Teramura. | am 92 years old and
one of the oldest members of OAANY.

| moved to NYC from California with my mother and sister after
World War Il. I've lived in Manhattan ever since.

Both of my parents are from Kin village in Okinawa and came to
America around 1917. My parents were divorced when | was just
a child but my mother was a member of OAANY until her death
in 1995.

| have three daughters, two grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. | exercise every day and eat everything. | love
food! | keep busy by taking classes at the local senior

centers. As | getolder, | don't care about a lot of things. There's
no point in worrying about anything at my age. | don't want anything on my mind to bother
me!
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Let’s socialize (virtually)!

It's not easy to get together in person on weekends since we live in such a fast-paced
society and most of us are geographically separated.

But the good news is through the wonders of Social Media, we definitely can stay connected!

With any personal electronic device with online access, you can share ANYTHING you want via
Social Media outlets. What is Social Media, you ask? They are online-based media technologies
that allow capturing, creating, and sharing of images, interests, information or ideas within virtual
communities.

With Social media technology, we can discover all sorts of new content such as news stories that
can also help build or strengthen our Association’s purpose and objectives.

Another big advantage of using Social Media is to connect to our members locally and reach
others globally. As we get more involved with Social Media and Networking, we hope to see that
our members interacting by posting stories, event info, cooking recipes, DIY tips, photos, images,
videos, links, questions, comments, and so on. We also highly encourage you to be creative in
your use of Social Media and all it can do for us.

The Social Media forum is not only an excellent way for us to bond but also to attract other people
with same or similar interests who enjoy everything Okinawa. If we can expand our Association’s
network through use of Social Media technology, of course that would be superb!

The OAANY Facebook page, created by fellow Association member, Mr. Key Azama, was started in

January 2008 and we have now begun using our Instagram account!

If you don’t have a Facebook and/or Instagram account, you would need to create one in
order to view the site. You can download the free Apps from Apple App Store or Android
Play Store.

nFacebook:

Log on to your personal Facebook Page, and search “OAANY”. Click the title
“Okinawa American Association New York” and it will take you to our page. If you
see the Cover Photo of Shuri Castle (see below), you are here!

Please click “Join Group” button and an Administrator will process your request'
When posting pictures, please don’t forget to tag us at
#oaany!

@Instagram:

Please follow @oaany and tag us at #oaany for pictures or O Qe
videos you would like to share! o a2 A

Flag Y\




Announcements / &1 58
YOU ARE INVITEDS2 °

OAANY Yearly Spring Party is on 30"April %
at American Legion from 12:00-17:00.

BRING YOUR FAVORITE DISH AND LOVED ONES!
ALL ARE WARMLY WELCOME!

As usual, it’s a POTLUCK gathering so please bring a dish, dessert, or snacks!
There will be entertainment, games, and raffle prizes. The event is free for
members, $10 for guest over 13 years old, and $5 for kids (6-12 years old).

Please be prepared to pay your 2017 membership dues at the party or mail in
the enclosed application form with your payment.
As always, we really appreciate your support!
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Date/ HEF :  April 30, 2017 (Sunday)
12:00PM -17:00PM
Place/%FT: American Legion
1165 River Rd, Edgewater, New Jersey 07020

Spring Newsletter (N.L.) Dept: Mitsu, Mika, Kaori, Kazue and Teiko
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